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a striking contrast to the bowels above the sigmoid flexure,
the membrane of which was pale and exsanguine.
The stomach, with its contents, and the intestines, were

removed carefully and placed by themselves in one jar for
analysis. The liver was placed in a second jar; the uterus
and ovaries in a third jar.
Note.-The words or figures within brackets were not in

the original notes. They are added either in explanation
of other phrases, or, as in the case of average weights, &c.,
as memoranda, instead of writing these separately. The
actual weights and measurements of the different organs
are those to which all the medical men present assented and
witnessed.

Correspondence.
LAW IN MEDICAL EDUCATION.

J. LLOYD ROBERTS,
Medical Officer of Health.

"’Audi alteram partem."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-In all the courses of instruction and examination
which qualify a man for general practice with which I am
acquainted, there is one subject which receives no mention.
Yet it is one in which a practitioner should be informed,
that he may efficiently advise in contingencies which occur
in the course of practice. This subject is the law-so far as
it relates to medical administration-of which the greater
number of practitioners know nothing. Doubtless there
are but few who have not, at one time or another, felt them-
selves at a loss in advising upon registration of birth or
death, or the mode of dealing with an infectious disease,
without incurring liability under the Public Health Act.
Though ignorance of the law is no excuse for an indi-

vidual offence, it is but reasonable that the public should
look to the medical practitioner for advice on the laws
which concern his profession. For the guidance and pro-
tection of the public, practitioners should be conversant
with the Registration and Public Health Acts-the latter
especially; for under either may they lead those whom they
advise into difficulties. Instances of misdirection by prac-
titioners will have occurred to mnst medical officers of
health, such as in the 11 

exposure of infected persons and
things" (L. P. H. A., &sect; 126), and in the 11 removal of dead
body to mortuary" (&sect; 142). When, in due course, a system
of registering infectious diseases is established, another
responsibility will fall to the practitioner in having to
advise so that the law may not be transgressed.
For the further protection and better information of the

practitioner, a general knowledge of the Medical Act, the
Poor-law administration, and Coroner’s law, is desirable.
Under unusual circumstances it would indicate a course of
procedure which would otherwise be found embarrassing,
and give confidence in an opinion which might be otherwise
uncertainly formed.
To the usual course of lectures on medical jurisprudence

a few lectures on the enactments indicated might be added.
Laws for the protection of life and health are now being
yearly multiplied. The time has come when cognisance
should be taken of these measures in the medical schools,
and perhaps also by the examining boards. Medical juris-
prudence, as at present taught, relates mainly to criminal
law, with which happily we are but rarely concerned. The
extension of this teaching as proposed is to direct it to what
is of daily moment, and a significant element in the welfare
of our country-I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

J. LLOYD ROBERTS,
Denbigh, Sept. 24th, 1877. Medical Officer of Health.

CONSULTATIONS WITH HOM&OElig;OPATHISTS.

GEORGE WYLD, M.D.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,&mdash;With reference to the courteous remarks in your

last impression, regarding the late congress of homoeopath-
ists at Liverpool, and your observation that it was difficult
to conceive how consultations could take place between the
members of two bodies holding opposite views in medicine,
will you permit me, from my own experience, to explain how
this matter stands.

During the last twenty-five years I have had occasion
frequently to seek the aid of experts and specialists in
various forms of disease, medical and surgical. Occasionally
my solicitations for assistance have been rejected, but gene-
rally my overtures have been courteously received. It has
been my practice to solicit assistance simply as a doctor of
medicine, standing on an equality with the general body of
the profession. Sometimes no questions have been asked,
but at other times the physician or surgeon has replied to
my letter asking for an appointment, " Are you not a

hom&oelig;opathist ? " My reply has been,*’I I do not desire to
call myself a homooopathiat. I am a doctor of medicine,
availing myself of every known means of cure, including
the application of the law of similars"; and on giving this
explanation, my overtures have been generally accepted. I
have never experienced any of those difficulties to which
you allude, as to the possibility of consultations between
those holding opposite views ; and it is easy to explain how
this is.

First. Consultations are sought regarding surgical in-
terference. There, of course, the difference of view as to
the administration of drugs has almost no place.

Second. Consultations are sought for diagnosis and
prognosis. Here again theories of drug action have little
or no place.

Third. Consultations are sought in cases apparently hope-
less, for the satisfaction of the friends of the dying patient;
and here again drug theories hold little or no place.
Fourth and lastly. Consultations are sought when the

practitioner, finding he has exhausted his appliances in
vain, seeks further information from the specialist, hoping
to discover some resource of which he may be ignorant. In
cases of this kind one practically admits that his system
has failed, and expresses himself as only too happy if he can
receive any instruction from another source.

In such cases I have readily agreed to try any sugges-
tion, provided it was not merely an experiment which, if it
failed, might injure the patient.

I am, therefore, entitled to say from my experience, that
beyond a certain degree of shyness which accompanies the
meeting of any two men in consultation whose views are
not in perfect accord, I have found no difficulty, but much
good, in meeting in consultation many of the first men in
the profession, and I am certain that a more frequent pro-
fessional intercourse between men of different minds would
result in material advantage to all parties.
! Yours truly,

GEORGE WYLD, M.D.
Great Cumberland-place, Sept. 24th, 1877.

 Dr. Wyld does not seem to comprehend that he
now stands in a position widely different from that which
the great body of so-called homoeopathists occupy. In the
first place, he has publicly expressed his desire to repudiate
the name of homceopathist, and, secondly, he has alleged
that he does not confine himself to the practice of homeeo-
pathic doctrines. Under such circumstances he may fairly
contend that he cannot logically be placed in the same
category as those who really or professedly follow the
strange teachings of Habnemann, and whose faith in the in-
fallibility of the law of similars is still unbroken. But he
has fallen into the error of imagining that by this renuncia-
tion of hommopathy on his part he has made atonement
for the bigotry and credulity of his quondam colleagues.
Until the homoeopathic sect as a whole makes a recantation
similar to that of Dr. Wyld consultations between non-
homceopathists and homoeopathists must be discountenanced
as useless and degrading.-ED. L.

POST-PARTUM H&AElig;MORRHAGE.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;I have very great pleasure in bringing to the
notice of the medical profession, through your columns, a
little invention-if it is sufficiently original to be so desig-
nated-of my own, whereby we may always have at hand a
remedy which is usually unattainable when most wanted :
I allude to the perchloride of iron. I suppose ninety-nine


